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 Visual Perception
Visual perception is a child’s ability to interpret and use

visual information
 Children with perceptual problems may: 
 

• Bump into things 
• Lack personal space boundaries 
• Have poor attention to detail 
• Find lining up numbers difficult 
• Have poor handwriting 
• Get lost easily 
• Have difficulty with puzzles and construction games 
• Have difficulty finding the object they want. 

 
There are different types of Visual Perception 
 
Visual Discrimination is the ability to identify differences and similarities 
between shapes, symbols, objects and patterns. 
 
Visual Memory is the ability to remember what is seen and to recall images 
of objects, shapes, symbols and movements.  
 
Visual Sequential Memory is the ability to recall a sequence of visual 
images E.g. letters, numbers, movements, objects etc. 
 
Visual Spatial Relationships is the ability to understand and interpret 
relationships: 
a. Between oneself and other people E.g. stand behind mummy. 
b. Between oneself and objects E.g. push your chair into the table. 
c. Objects in relation to other objects E.g. put the brick on the box. 
 
Visual Closure is the ability to visualise the whole of the object when part of 
it is hidden or missing. 
 
Visual Form Constancy is the ability to recognise the fact that a shape 
remains the same despite changes in size, direction, orientation and 
distance. 
 
Visual Figure Ground is the ability to identify relevant information from a 
background that contains irrelevant or distracting objects. 
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